
patients have all but given up hope 
for cures with modern drugs, suc­
cess rates have exceeded 90%. 

Using this therapy, a patient con­
jures up an image of the affected 
organ. But, instead of seeing it as 
sick, he views it as healthy. Trig­
gering aids such as pictures, sounds, 
smells, tastes, etc., can help the 
patient. The results are startling. 

Examples: A patient with an en­
larged prostate willed the organ to re­
turn to normal within a few months. A 
joint with an arthritic nodule can be 
reimaged as a healthy joint-shrinking 
the debilitating nodule that would
otherwise require surgery to remove. 

Does the technique work for 
everyone? No. Unlike conventional 

. h h ., nld· 
me lCIlle, were t e patIent soy 
involvement is popping a pill or 
holding out an arm for an injection, 
imaging requires active participa­
tion. If the patient is highly ra­
tional and blocks intuitiveness, the 
battle is uphill and long running. 
The best patients are those who 
feel hopeless-all else has failed. 
For them, if treatment is started 

soon enough, the success rate may 
climb to 95%. 

Comparison: On average, con­
ventional drug therapy for all ill­
nesses is effective, at best, 75% of 
the time. And a drug's side effects 
may introduce new "illnesses" and 
symptoms into the healing process. 

EMOTIONS AND THE IMMUNE SYSTEM 

The exact physiology of how im­
aging heals or strengthens the im­
mune system isn't understood, but 
this much is known and has been 
demonstrated scientifically-
emotions affect the immune system. 

Two key experiments: Several 
years ago, researchers at Harvard 
Medical School conducted saliva 
tests on 40 students to get a ''base­
line" reading of the status of their 
immune systems. Then the stu­
dents were shown a violent film. 
Saliva tests were repeated. Result: 
Immune levels in all the students 

· d L t fil b tdec1Ine. a er, aIm a ou 
Mother 'leresa's work for the poor 
in Calcutta was shown. Again, 
saliva tests were administered. In 
all cases the immune system was 
strengthened-even among the stu­
dents who had little faith in Mother 
'leresa's work. Conclusion: The 

. 1 h
emotlOna response as a direct im­· . . 
pact on the Immune system; pOSItIve
feelings boost the immune system,
negative feelings depress it. 

In yet another experiment, at 

Mount Sinai Hospital in New York, 
recent widows and widowers were 
tested for immune levels-once im­
mediately after the death of their 
spouses and again several months 
later. Those who recovered well 
from their grief had improved im­
mune levels in the second test; those 
who continued to grieve had lower 
levels and were later discovered to 
be more susceptible to illness. 

ILUIESS IS MOAPHOR 
My research has also yielded a 

surprising fact-that there is a 
d fi' l' h' b h 

e mte re atlOns Ip etween t e 
nature of a person's disease and 
the cause of emotional distress. 

Examples: Cancer victims fre­
quently suffer from grief-the effect 
of losing a loved one. Diabetics harbor 
great resentment that they can't shake 
loose. Heart ailment victims tend to 
be people who are heartbroken-
disappointed. Arthritics are holding 
onto a great rage-plus a fear of los­
ing their independence. Sufferers of 
colds, flu and upper respiratory aller­
gies are usually weeping over lost rela­
tionships. People with cases of acne 
and eczema are often having volcanic 
reactions to an inner rage. 

The body "speaks" a language 
that translates its unhappiness into 
illness. The person who eats junk 
food, for example, sees himself es­
sentially as a garbage pail. But the 
person who is careful about what 

he eats views his body as some­
thing of value, something to be 
protected-and thus the image en­
hances health. 

So, too, with exercise programs. 
As good as proper exercise is, the 
fact that such a program is being 
undertaken further enhances a 
positive image, which further en­
hances health... 

Privileged Information interviewed Gerald 
Epstein, M.D., a psychiatrist with offices at 23 E. 
93 St., New York 10028. He is author of Waking
Dream Therapy: Dream Process as Imagination, 
Human Sciences Press, 72 Fifth Ave., New York 
10011, $24.95.,..-----------------, 
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OUTLOOK 
Dr. Lee Salk 

MISSING CHILDREN
 

THE THREAT IS MORE
 
FRIGHTENING TNAN
 

TNEREALITY
 

F

ingerprinting children,
 
putting missing children's 
pictures on milk cartons 
and conducting similar 

campaigns have created an at­
mosphere of hysteria that's poten­
tially more harmful to kids than 
the risk of being kidnapped. I'm 
encountering children in my prac­
tice who have nightmares that 
they'll be kidnapped ... that it will 
be their picture on the milk carton 
or the evening news. 

Problem: Kidnapping isn't happen­
ing often enough for them to worry 
about it as much as they are.* 

With all the publicity, children 
are feeling that adults can't protect 
them. That's probably a key to the 
popularity of violence-oriented 
toys, movies and TV shows. They 
give children a feeling of protection 
... if not in real life, then at least 
in their fantasies. 

Meanwhile, we're infusing in our 
children the idea that they shouldn't 
talk to strangers. In some situations, 
of course, that's a good idea. But 
overall, it's important for them to 
interact with strangers, especially 
when a parent is nearby. That's how 
children learn to interact with others. 
We have to teach them to exercise 
some caution by not speaking to 
strangers when they're alone and by 
never getting into a stranger's car. 

We should give them the warn­
ing signals, but there's no reason to 
frighten them to the point where 
they have nightmares. That just 
puts more stress on kids. Bottom 
line: 'leach children about the haz­
ards of the world, but mitigate 
warnings by explaining that with 
the proper cautions, kidnapping is 
very, very rare... 

• It's impossible to find accurate figures on 
the number of children who were indeed kid­
napped _.. probably a total ofless than 1,000 in 
the last 25 years, Last year the FBI investigated
fewer than 100 cases. Most of those reported as 
being kidnapped are runaways ... or those taken 
by the father or mother in a custody dispute. 

From our conversation with psychologist Dr.
Lee Salk, clinical professor of psychiatry, psy­
chology and pediatrics at The New York Hospital-
Cornell Medical Center, New York City, He writes 
and lectures regularly to general and corporate
audiences on issues concerning family problems. 
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